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About MAY CENTER FOR LEARNING
MISSION 
May Center for Learning empowers students with learning differences to be successful, confident learners who recognize the importance 
of communication, collaboration, and community. We accomplish this goal by focusing on four specific success attributes:  Literacy, 
Empowerment, Advocacy, and Principles.

May Center is also committed to developing the understanding of learning differences within our community by providing information, 
consultation, and workshops to educators, families, and the greater community of Northern New Mexico.

OVERVIEW 
May Center for Learning was founded in 2011 by Santa Fe educators Amy Miller and Karen Lindeen. The first class, a summer school session 
with seven students, was offered in 2012. Since then, May Center has grown exponentially and now serves hundreds of students through its 
school, summer school, tutoring programs, and teacher training and advocacy.

May School serves exceptional students from pre-school through 8th grade, specializing in those having learning differences such as dyslexia, 
ADHD, and language processing disorder. May School’s student/teacher ratio is 6:1 (5:1 in the Early Childhood Program). Each student’s 
program is individualized to meet his or her needs, and is taught by faculty who have completed extensive training in multi-sensory language 
teaching, the “gold standard” for students with learning differences.

Table of contents 

Page 3

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
& EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

THIS ANNUAL REPORT IS A REVIEW OF THE 2017-2018 FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 1, 2017 AND ENDING AUGUST 31, 2018. 

Page 4

ABOVE & BEYOND:  
YEAR IN REVIEW

Page 6 Page 7

2017-2018 
PROGRAMS

STATEMENT OF 
FINANCIAL POSITION



www.maycenter.org

          2017-2018 ANNUAL REPORT   |      3

As a pediatrician, practicing in Santa 
Fe since 1976, I have had the privilege 
of being involved with many families 
as an advocate for children’s health 
and well-being. In addition to treating 
their illness in office and hospital, I 
derived tremendous satisfaction in 
being involved with their psychological 
and emotional health. I increasingly 
became aware of the importance of the 
school environment to their self-esteem 
and the harm that academic difficulty 
caused. Aware of learning “disability”, I 
was frustrated that the current school 
programs offered were often inadequate 
in providing diagnostic evaluation and 
effective treatment. 

Seven years ago I was introduced to the 
May Center for Learning and joined their 
board, on which I continue to serve. I 
am so impressed with the mission and 
accomplishments we have already 
achieved and am excited as we grow 
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You can read  more about 
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Over the last several years, there’s 
been a buzz in the education world 
about growth mindset. Fostering 
growth mindset in our students means 
empowering them to understand that 
growth comes from hard work and 
perseverance, not from innate ability. 
But in order to truly believe that this is 
true, a student must see some evidence 
that their hard work is paying off. When 
we experience success, we grow. And 
growth allows us to strive for more 
ambitious success.

At May Center, our students experience 
success by using their strengths to reach 
above and beyond what they previously 
thought was possible. When a child’s 
reading level improves by three grade 
levels in eighteen months because they 
are being taught the way they learn 
best, they come to understand that they 
are smart, they are capable, they are 
not broken. And that’s when the real 
growth begins.

AMY MILLER
Founder & Executive Director

Dr. Edward Kleiner
President, Board of Trustees

May Center’s educators, families, and 
leadership also know what it is like to 
embrace growth mindset. Since our first 
program with seven students in 2012, we 
have grown to be a force in education 
reform in our region. May School has 
grown to serve 65 students in early 
childhood through eighth grade on two 
campuses providing strengths-based 
education that emphasizes literacy 
skills, multi-sensory arts-integration, 
and a collaborative community. May 
Center’s tutoring and evaluation center 
reaches students across Santa Fe county 
through private-pay clients, contracts 
with schools, and grant-funded work 
with Santa Fe Public Schools. May Center 
Teacher Training Institute has grown 
significantly, providing education in best 
educational practice to over 300 teachers 
in 2017-18 alone. Recently, our reputation 
as “the voice for learning differences in 
New Mexico” has propelled us into the 
role of advocating for best practices in 
education statewide.

We are proud to be going above and 
beyond for students with learning 
differences in New Mexico. It is the 
support of so many generous donors 
that has made this success possible. 
Our 2017-18 donor list can be found at 
www.maycenter.org/support or you can 
contact our front office to obtain a copy. 
We hope that our work inspires you to 
support our vision of impacting every 
child with learning differences in Santa Fe 
county and beyond.

and become more recognized and 
incorporated both locally and state wide 
in the public schools through tutoring 
and teacher training.

On behalf of the May Center board of 
trustees, we thank you for supporting 
our life-saving work.  We are committed 
to the vision of accessing and impacting 
every child with learning differences 
in Santa Fe county.  We look forward 
to a future in which every child in our 
community has the opportunity to reach 
their learning potential, and we are proud 
to be changing the face of education in 
the region. 
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ABOVE & BEYOND: YEAR IN REVIEW
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM

 » Our Early Childhood Program celebrates the joys of learning 
and growing in a nurturing Montessori environment specially 
designed for 3 to 5-year-olds. We offer a whole-child focus with 
a highly-individualized program for each student with a low 
student/teacher ratio of 5:1. 

ELEMENTARY: 1-4 GRADE PROGRAM
 » Led by Elementary School Director Stephanie Binkley, May 

School’s Elementary program ensures that every child develops 
a strong foundation for literacy while providing a Montessori-
based environment that fosters strong executive functioning 
skills and the understanding of individual strengths.  This past 
year, our Elementary program has embraced arts-integration 
as a strengths-based practice.  Through our community 
partnerships, May School elementary students participated in 
classes with Wise Fool New Mexico, Santa Fe Climbing Center, 
National Dance Institute, and more.  

INTERMEDIATE: 5-8 GRADE PROGRAM
 » May School’s Intermediate program focuses on developing 

the executive functioning skills necessary to be successful in 
learning and life. In addition to receiving daily structured literacy 
instruction, students have the opportunity to participate in 
real world, integrated science learning through the River Watch 
program, visual arts and outdoor education classes, and more. 
This past year, May School intermediate students launched a 
community service project in conjunction with Diego’s World, 
a nonprofit founded by May School student Diego Sy that 
provides life essentials kits to the homeless. 

This past year particularly, we have dramatically widened our reach with younger children, 
thanks in large part to the great success of our Charidy campaign, which we highlight on 
the next page.  Some of the other highlights from our work this past year include:

With support from the City of Santa Fe, we’ve partnered with Reading Quest to launch an 
after-school reading program at Sweeney Elementary serving second and third graders who 
are significantly behind in their reading skills. We hope this model will serve as a pilot for 
future implementation of high quality supplementary reading instruction.

With support from Santa Fe County, we continue to partner with Communities in Schools 
to provide evidence-based literacy tutoring to small groups of students in second, seventh, 
and eighth grades at Aspen Community School.

Through a partnership with Santa Fe Public Schools, we’re teaching a comprehensive 
Structured Literacy course for almost 40 interventionists from elementary schools across 
the district to empower these educators to improve the quality of reading instruction for 
kindergarten through third graders in Santa Fe.

Through May Evaluation Center, we provide comprehensive educational evaluations that 
diagnose learning differences like dyslexia for schools and individual families.

Through community partnerships, we bring our expertise in the field of learning differences 
to other local schools including Santa Fe Waldorf School and The Master’s Program, 
providing oversight of accommodations, teacher coaching, one-on-one tutoring, and 
evaluations.

Through Advanced Ed, we earned accrediation in January 2018. Our report reflected the 
highest accolades for our programs, leadership, teaching staff, pedagogical approach, and 
parent and student satisfaction. 

TEACHER TRAINING  PROGRAM
 » Our Teacher Training Program is one of the only organizations 

in New Mexico to offer a certification program in multi-sensory 
language teaching, the gold standard for teaching dyslexic 
students. All of our teacher training programs use evidence-
based strategies developed by national leaders in the field.

EVALUATION CENTER & TUTORING PROGRAM
 » May Evaluation Center diagnoses learning differences like 

dyslexia. Our two certified diagnosticians work with private 
clients and contract with schools to provide evaluations. Our 
tutoring program worked with 40 private clients providing over 
1,700 hours of individual and group services.

"Our vision is to access and impact every child with learning differences 
not only at May Center, but in the greater Santa Fe community. In order 
to do that, we must go above and beyond the paradigm of a typical 
school. Indeed, we see ourselves as an outward-facing organization, 
developing avenues for service to the greater community."

Amy Miller, Executive Director 
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THE MAY MOBILE 
 
Thanks to a generous donor, 
May Center purchased a brand 
new Ford Transit Van. During 
the 2017-18 school year, the 
van took our students on over 
50 field trips in addition to 
weekly trips to the Santa Fe 
River as part of our River Watch 
program. The May Mobile—as 
we now call it—even featured 
prominently in the Faculty 
Music Video, Who’s the Man?

DYSLEXIA SOUTHWEST 
2018 
Amy Miller presented three 
sold-out lectures at the 2018 
Dyslexia Southwest conference 
in Albuquerque, NM on the 
importance of Executive 
Functioning Skills for Learning 
and Life.

BY THE NUMBERS

103

103 students enrolled 
in May School's Early 
Childhood, Elementary 
and Intermediate 
Programs, and our 
Summer LEAP Program.

330

330 teachers received 
customized training to 
identify students with 
learning differences and 
address their needs.

8,250

8,250 students were  
impacted by May Center 
teacher training, which 
included Multi-Sensory 
Language Instruction 
and Structured Literacy.

DYSLEXIA JUSTICE LEAGUE 
 
May Center’s Amy Miller and 
Amy Stanton co-founded 
Dyslexia Justice League 
in collaboration with the 
Southwest Branch of the 
International Dyslexia 
Association, a student 
advocacy group that pairs 
adult mentors with dyslexia 
with students ages 8-18 
to engage in collaborative 
art projects and to learn 
self-advocacy skills. With 
the support of the Taos 
Community Foundation, 
DJL published their first 
comic book, Dyslexia is My 
Superpower.

ADVISORY COMPETITION 
 
For the second year in a row, 
Miss Corrie’s class took home 
the Owl Trophy for collecting 
the most advisory points 
throughout the school year. 
Advisory points are earned 
during events like Teacher 
Trivia Game Show, Field 
Day, and Lip Sync Battle, 
in addition to community 
service opportunities like our 
Food Drive for the St. John’s 
Methodist Church Food Pantry. 

MAY CENTER'S CHARIDY CAMPAIGN 
 
On Tuesday, May 8, 2018 May Center launched a 24 hour fundraising campaign through the 
fundraising platform Charidy. Every dollar that we aimed to raise was matched by three 
generous donors: Friends of May Center, LaMacchia Foundation, and The Frost Foundation.  
This quadruple match meant that if a donor gave $10 dollars, May Center received $40 dollars.  
 
The success of our 24 hour fundraising event relied on maximizing our reach through social 
media, direct mail, personal emails and phone calls. Our Board of Trustees, along with May 
Center parents and friends, spent countless hours reaching out to their personal contacts 
and the greater May Center community to encourage them to join us for this ambitious 24 
hour campaign.

Our community rallied around our effort and over the course of 24 hours we surpassed our 
$100,000 goal!

THE READING GROUP & 
SANTA FE’S READY TO READ
May Center’s Amy Miller co-
founded and co-chairs The 
Reading Group, a collective 
impact group focused on 
improving reading outcomes 
for students in Santa Fe. The 
Reading Group hosted 10 
meetings bringing together 
public and private partners, 
two book swaps, and co-
sponsored Santa Fe’s Ready 
to Read with May Center, 
an free literacy carnival and 
community event shining a 
light on the importance of 
building a strong foundation 
for reading.
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2017-2018 programs

May School enrolls 59 
students in early childhood-
8th grade

May School Early Childhood 
(3-5 year olds) founded and 
opens January 2017

May School Elementary 
Campus opens at St. John’s 
Methodist Church January 
2017

May Evaluation Center

May Center Summer LEAP

May Center tutoring 
programs serve over 120 
students from 10 local 
schools

May Center Community 
Tutoring Program at Aspen 
Community School

May Center formalizes 
partnership with New 
Mexico School for the 
Arts (NMSA) to provide 
evaluation services

May Center formalizes 
partnership with Santa Fe 
Waldorf School to provide 
a contracted learning 
advocate for the school

May Center formalizes 
partnership with the 
Master’s Program to provide 
tutoring and evaluation 
services to students

May Center joins The 
Reading Group, part of 
Opportunity Santa Fe—Amy 
Miller, May Center Executive 
Director, co-chairs the group

May Center co-founds 
Dyslexia Justice League with 
Southwest International 
Dyslexia Association

May Center teacher training 
programs:
-Multi-Sensory Language 
Teaching Certification 
Program (54 hour class, plus 
practicum and observations 
for teachers leading to 
national exam)

-Promoting Executive 
Functioning Skills in the 
Classroom
-Overview and Simulation of 
Learning Differences

Other onsite customized 
trainings for schools and 
organizations including 
United World College, Santa 
Fe Waldorf School, New 
Mexico School for the Arts, 
National Dance Institute, 
Communities in Schools, 
and more

 

May Center awarded 
accreditation with highest 
accolades through 
Advanced Ed January 2018

May School enrolls 65 
students in early childhood-
8th grade on two campuses

May Evaluation Center

May Center Summer LEAP

May Center tutoring 
programs serve over 150 
students from 14 local 
schools including Pojoaque 
Public Schools

May Center Community 
Tutoring Program at Aspen 
Community School

May Center Community 
Afterschool reading program 
at Sweeney Elementary 
founded in partnership with 
Reading Quest

May Center evaluation 
partnership with NMSA 
continues
 

May Center partnership with 
Waldorf School continues

May Center partnership 
with The Master’s Program 
continues

May Center establishes 
partnership with Santa Fe 
Public Schools Reading First 
initiative

May Center co-chairs the 
Reading Group Santa Fe 
with Santa Fe School for Arts 
and Sciences

May Center co-chairs 
Dyslexia Justice League with 
Southwest International 
Dyslexia Association

May Center teacher training 
programs:
-Multi-Sensory Language 
Teaching Certification 
Program (54 hour class, plus 
practicum and observations 
for teachers leading to 
national exam)
-Promoting Executive 
Functioning Skills in the 
Classroom

-Overview and Simulation of 
Learning Differences

Santa Fe Public Schools 
ongoing Friday series on 
the Science of Teaching 
Reading: A Structured 
Literacy Approach for SFPS 
elementary teachers and 
reading interventionists 
established

Customized trainings for 
schools and organizations 
including:  City of Santa 
Fe Summer Youth Camp, 
Community Educators 
Network, Menaul School of 
Albuquerque, North Central 
Educators Cooperative, 
Santa Fe Public Schools, 
Desert Academy, The 
Master’s Program, and more

2017 programs 2018 programs
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SUPPORT & REVENUE EXPENSES

statement of financial position
Support and Revenue
 Academic fees    $1,123,952
 Contributions and grants   227,960
 Other income     49,987
 Net assets releasted from restriction  -
  Total support and revenue  1,401,899

Expenses
 Program services    1,209,841
 Support services    
  Management and general   152,425
  Fundraising    30,935
  Total expenses    1,393,201
Change in net assets    8,698
Net assets (deficit), beginning of year  5,246
Net assets (deficit), end of year   $13,944
 

Academic fees  
80.2% 
 
Contributions 
and grants 
16.3% 
 
Other income 
3.6%

Program services 
86.8% 
 
Management 
and general 
10.9% 
 
Fundraising 
2.2%

37% 7% 46%

Assets
Current assets     
 Cash and cash equivalents   $401,693
 Accounts receivable, net   1,787
 Pledges receivable - current   26,564
 Prepaids     27,319
Total current assets    457,463
Pledges receivable - nonconcurrent  -
Property and equipment, net   62,946
 Total assets     $520,309

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current liabilities     
 Accounts payable    $3,734
 Accrued liabilities    39,266
 Note payable, current portion   6,705
 Deferred revenue    433,858
  Total curent liabilities   483,563
 Note payable, less current portion  22,802
  Total liabilities    506,365

Net assets
 Unrestricted (deficit)    (15,740)
 Temporary restricted    29,684
  Total net assets    13,944
  Total liabilities and net assets (deficit) $520,309

May Center ended the 2017-2018 fiscal year with a strong balance 
sheet, which ensures the future of our outstanding educational 
programming and our dedication to community outreach in the 
greater Santa Fe community.

increase in  
community support

increase in tuition 
assistance

STUDENTS RECEIVE
FINANCIAL AID



www.maycenter.org

May Center for Learning 
empowers students to 
be successful, confident 
learners who recognize 
the importance of 
communication, 
collaboration, and 
community.  
 

We help our students 
recognize their strengths 
and use them to create 
the community they want 
to see.

2019 Galisteo Street, Building B
Santa Fe, NM 87505

505-983-7407


